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Shad ow Over the Press fCor’ 08

It got into- gear- Iast spring, xtrseems,r
with the novel “'D»prke” by journal=:

ists~Arnaud- drBorcbgrave and:Robert;
Moea.: The book p the notion:
of Soviet KGB manipulation’ of Watern-
media by-“disinformation,” an. actmty
mwtnch as"m*ﬁr?:pa*g‘aﬁda,a falsa of in=
complete ‘victure is spread but, as: not in
propaganda\the mmxpulatmm eon;-
cealed. The-dust-=jackst bore & blu:tb5
from¥ former-+CIA’ director Rwhard;
Helrns, the nnph@on- bemg thgtfthxsw

X ,;zpn

hom;raﬁnedwmltnﬂws‘tory
bow-wrnewsmtﬁahﬁabeenmedby{
theSovthGBand’msatellrta_mtepw

beeuco-optadbythoKGB.Tntrigﬁéd byl-
whatlmgomgaxlpme&fommth'
'myfnmd.Amﬂ*deBorchgraVBrﬂ’hﬂnf

-ﬁidotboo&ong-;

mh;ed’..Wo dﬁa!otofmseardg.w y
‘access’ toth&tatnnony ’of y

- major defed’ng\from’tﬁ&Sovxet btoc mtell‘;
‘ligence services: for the; past 20 7 :
people who car tell from the insid

the- KGB: operates.z= %3 [We] decided )
|t e veontd robably reachs: large
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‘Humber of people with cur masage if ws
put it in the formof anovely . 1-.2
ItwascunoustomethatMoss,asa—
journalist faced with a tmly big-story,
“turned to fiction. But it.-was good to see.
‘ him: coming out from_ behind .the pages
-of a novel tomake ‘arn ostensibly factual
“statement for which he could be held ac-
- countable: :Lﬁn’ I noted; n¢ Tnames were
_being named." X TEEIRI S A0 A L
" The other day the'niﬁzr took a seri-
~ous turn: In a confidential briefing on EL
“Salvador to foreign diplomats, Secretary-
_of Stats Alexander M. Haig Jr: said, ac-
“cording to a text’ puhhshed in The New-
“York Times, “The Communist countries
'are’ orchestrating an intensive interna-
“tional disinformation campaign to cover-
- their intervention while discrediting the
Salvadoran- government and - American-
support, for that government.”. He-cited
“the “external- disinformation  campaign :
dwgned to paint the revolutlonary ef-
fort.as dzstmctwely apart from -outside -
- interventionist- actmty Govemmental
abuses of: power in: El Salvador, he ob-.
served:“will be dealt with-in-private in-"
terventxom—-—so as not to.feed the disin-.
formation - programs ‘under way,in. the
U.S. and Europe.” : ;
3L ‘asked the Stata Departmen pokao
man what Haig was referring to. He said ]
‘that si since-the Haig text had not been of-
“ficially < released,: he-; could”
whether it was- aecuratef :
callback xf he eould add anythmg about:
tba‘metary’s views on dxsmformatxon.

; f #
corruptxon,. and at: Ieastwne ‘of - them
" carries the charge into the real-life arena.
Then—if ‘you bakeTheTlmw ‘text as
accurate—Ha.lg lends- the=authonty of
hxsoﬂ'ieatoavemonofthesamecharge;
‘bt he does so-in lmﬂmn apubhcconq
“text and declines to’ emerge: further ei;
thutoofferevxdenceorbletjoumalm j
‘offthe hool: 14 VR Sz
7; Certainly: mmt'}ot'ﬁ'nahsts who bavo
wu:hdeoscuw ‘28 L have, would take’
ut.fnbgmnhd thabth&KGB;ls domg
wﬁatdtmn toblachmil Jommlmts and
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play to their political leanings in order to
pollute the news. I am prepared to be-
lieve that sometimes the KGB succeeds..-

. But it is mischievous:for an. official
thh ams to intelligencs to suggest that
the news is being pofluted by a hostile
intelligence agency. “The blanket nature’
of the suggestion is troubling: Moreover,,
it is very:different from accusing a jour-:
nalist of insinuating his political convic—y
tions into his work. One does:not have to-
ook far in the press corps for a political
slant on either the right or the left. But;:;
if it‘is"a slant. to the left, that does not’}
make the journalist'a pawn or worse, ot
necessarily an'unworthy journalist. Some !
combination of professionalism, journal--
istic competmon “and public scrutiny, I
believe, can preserve | the pubhcs mtemt
in full and fairnews..; i - iy

-An: ofﬁcxal ‘who,”’ from backg,round’
cover, casts even a slight shadow of the-
KGB over the press corps must expect to'
be asked to show-his-cards. Otherwise,
people may begin to wonder whether he-
has any better purpose t.han to mampu-.

late public opinion himself.s ;. . . zoavesd
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